Honorary Degree Citation: Orbert Davis by Governors State University
Governors State University
OPUS Open Portal to University Scholarship
Commencements Commencement
2014
Honorary Degree Citation: Orbert Davis
Governors State University
Follow this and additional works at: http://opus.govst.edu/commencements
This Citation is brought to you for free and open access by the Commencement at OPUS Open Portal to University Scholarship. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Commencements by an authorized administrator of OPUS Open Portal to University Scholarship. For more information, please
contact opus@govst.edu.
Recommended Citation
Governors State University, "Honorary Degree Citation: Orbert Davis" (2014). Commencements. Paper 134.
http://opus.govst.edu/commencements/134
Orbert Davis
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa 
Orbert Davis has dedicated his career to composing music and teaching children the joys and rigors of playing an instrument. 
The Emmy® Award winning trumpeter, composer and educator is respected for being a true leader in Chicago’s vibrant and 
diverse arts and culture community.  He is known for “shattering musical barriers” as a composer and performer and for 
captivating audiences with evocative blends of musical styles and genres.
Mr. Davis has established himself as one of the premier jazz performers and recording artists in the country. His CDs and live 
performances have received critical acclaim and numerous awards from publications throughout the United States, including 
the Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles Times, Downbeat Magazine and Billboard Magazine. 
He also co-founded Chicago Jazz Philharmonic, a 55+ piece jazz-symphonic orchestra, which he conducts and serves as its 
artistic director. This group has a broad appeal to diverse audiences and Mr. Davis’ compositions with his orchestra have been 
praised as “helping define orchestral jazz in the 21st Century.” Chicago Tribune critic Howard Reich said Davis’ composition, 
“The Survival of the Saints,” a tribute to New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, “reaffirmed his stature as a 
leading American composer.” He has also been credited with bringing “explosive new energy and astonishingly vivid colors to 
the typically tamer palette of the symphony orchestra.”
Mr. Davis earned an Emmy® Award for the score he composed for the PBS documentary “DuSable to Obama: Chicago’s 
Black Metropolis.” He has been commissioned to compose pieces for the Illinois Arts Council, Chicago Sinfonietta, the City 
of Chicago’s Department of Cultural Affairs and others. He also lent his extraordinary breadth of musical knowledge as musical 
consultant to Academy® Award winning director Sam Mendes for the feature film “Road to Perdition.”
Mr. Davis’ creativity goes beyond playing and composing music. When he was a student, he was fortunate to have a mentor who 
helped nurture his extraordinary talent. He now does the same for students throughout the Chicago area. He works diligently 
to ensure that students are exposed to the motivating and life-affirming power of the arts. Chicago Jazz Philharmonic’s “Jazz 
Alive” program serves over 500 students in ten Chicago-area schools. 
For his passion, dedication and creativity in music and education, the Board of Trustees is proud to award to Orbert Davis the 
degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, and to welcome him to our community of inspirational artists, scholars 
and educators. 
